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Risk Assessment – Grounds                       								Date: June 2026

	Potential Hazard

	Who is at Risk
	Likelihood
	Severity
	Risk Rating
	Preventative Measures

	Slip, trips and falls
	All; Staff, Customers, public
	3
	2
	6
LOW

	· Footpaths and work areas should be kept clear of obstructions.
· Regular maintenance of the grounds to be undertaken.
· A grounds inspection to be completed once a month and any maintenance work to be carried out as soon as possible.
· Footpaths should be well lit at night except where they are part of the ‘dark areas’ for activities.
· All visitors advised to wear appropriate footwear. 

	Falling debris from above (deadwood in trees during high winds)
	All; Staff, customers, public
	2
	3
	6
LOW
	· Trees to be inspected regularly. All defects to be documented and dealt with as promptly as required.
· During high winds areas deemed at risk are out of bounds and activities under trees or in the trees to be suspended.

	Safeguarding
	All; Staff, customers, public
	1
	4
	4
LOW
	· Where site layout and local conditions will allow; the centre’s boundary is defined by a perimeter fence, wall or other structure.
· All day visitors and contractors to inform the manager or onsite volunteer of their visit and sign in at the office.
· A list of participants to be handed in to the office.
· The gates at the end of the drive should be kept shut. 
· All staff and volunteers at the Centre to be aware of the Girlguiding UK Safeguarding policy and hold a current DBS certificate.
· Groups external to Girlguiding to be responsible for safeguarding of their participants. 

	Vehicular accidents
	All; Staff, customers, public
	1
	5
	5
LOW
	· 5 mph speed limit to be in operation at the centre, indicated by signs.
· The number of vehicles to be limited on site - group leaders may park if space allows. 
· Leaders should meet children by the gate at the end of the drive and escort them down the drive to designated area. 
· The gates to the drive should be kept closed. 
· Children to be warned of vehicle hazards and the car park should not be used by children / young people. 

	Out of bounds areas
	Customers, public
	1
	4
	4
LOW
	· All hazardous service or activity areas must be secured against unauthorised, casual access where possible.
· All hazardous service or activity areas must have the appropriate signs displayed indicating who has access.
· Out of bounds areas to be explained to groups staying on site during their initial introduction to the centre, including the backwoods area being used by Woodland Kindergarten.

	Fire
	All; Staff, customers, public
	1
	5
	5
LOW
	· Fire checks completed and up to date.
· Appropriate fire training undertaken by staff.
· Appropriate fire extinguishers available.
· Guests advised on fire procedures & alternative exit routes.
· Outer doors to Plimsoll must be padlocked open when anyone is in the building.
· Day groups to sign in or notify the manager of numbers of guests on site.

	Legionella Bacteria & general hygiene 
	All: Customers, staff, Public
	1
	3
	3
LOW
	· Legionella risk assessment & management programme in place, based on regular flushing, testing of water & periodic cleaning of facilities prone to scale deposits.
· Maintain cleanliness of washing & catering facilities by groups, caretaker, volunteers or outside cleaning company.
· Regular Inspection of washing facilities, toilets, lighting, heating, ventilation & catering facilities. 
· Shower heads & taps to be sterilised quarterly.
· Showers and taps to be run if not used for more than 2 weeks. 

	Campfires; burns & wildfire.
	Customers, public
	1
	3
	3
LOW
	· Groups are to remain responsible for ensuring they have first aid trained staff with their group. 
· The group must either have their own first aid kit or know where the Centre’s first aid kits are located.
· Filled water buckets (available on-site) must be on hand at all times to put out the fire in an emergency & the group must not leave site until they are sure the fire is completely out.
· Fresh running water must be located nearby for burns.
· Under no circumstances should any fire be left unattended.

	Orchard wall; degradation causing falling debris
	All: Customers, staff, Public
	1
	4
	4
LOW
	· Structural surveys have been conducted. These are to be repeated if there is any evidence of significant change to the structural integrity of the wall.
· Staff to monitor the structural integrity of the wall, including regular recording of visible cracks to identify any movement.
· Cordons/barriers to be put in place where necessary to allow remedial work or prevent risk of injury, with appropriate signage to prevent access.
· Maintenance/management to be conducted where possible. 
· Woody vegetation to be removed from the wall, using herbicides to prevent regrowth.





	Likelihood of Occurrence
	Severity of Outcome

	
	1
Negligible
	2
Slight
	3
Moderate
	4
Severe
	5
Very Severe

	1
Very Unlikely
	LOW (1)
	LOW (2)
	LOW (3)
	LOW (4)
	LOW (5)

	2
Unlikely
	LOW (2)
	LOW (4)
	LOW (6)
	MEDIUM (8)
	MEDIUM (10)

	3
Possible
	LOW (3)
	LOW (6)
	MEDIUM (9)
	HIGH (12)
	HIGH (15)

	4
Probable
	LOW (4)
	MEDIUM (8)
	HIGH (12)
	HIGH (16)
	HIGH (20)

	5
Very Likely
	LOW (5)
	MEDIUM (10)
	HIGH (15)
	HIGH (20)
	HIGH (25)













	
Likelihood of occurrence X Severity of outcome = Risk Rating

Example:   Likelihood (possible 3) X Severity (Moderate 3) = Risk Rating (Medium 9)











Signed: ……………………………		On behalf of: …………………………………		Date: …………………………
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